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THIS IS A JOINT STATE/DEPENSE MESSAGE 

SECDEF PASS TO US SURVEY TEAM 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: MORG, LE 

SUBJ: TOW SITUATION - LAP 

1 . BACKGROUND: PRIOR TO THE CIVIL WAR, THE LEBANESE ARMY HAD 
SIX TOW LAUNCHERS AND 77 MISSILES. POUR LAUNCHERS AND 71 
MISSILES WERE LOCATED AT ARMY OUTPOST BURGHUZ (3325N/3537E) IN 
SOUTH LEBANON WHEN, ON THE EVENING OF 20/21 JANUARY 1976, THE 
TOW’S WERE TAKEN BY ELEMENTS OP AHMED KHATIB'S LEBANESE ARAB 
ARMY. THE PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OR CONDITION OP THESE WEAPONS 
ARE ALLEGEDLY UNKNOWN TO THE LEBANESE ARMY. THE REMAINING TWO 
LAUNCHERS AND SIX MISSILES ARE PRESENTLY UNDER LAP CONTROL AT 
YARZE HQ. 

2. THE PRESENT CONCEPT OP THE LAP POR ITS NEW MECHANIZED 
INPANTRY BRIGADE ENVISIONS ONE ANTI-TANK COMPANY IN THE HEAD- 
QUARTERS BATTALION WITH THREE PLATOONS OP FOUR LAUNCHERS EACH, 

OR 12 LAUNCHERS. THESE TWELVE LAUNCHERS ARE PRESENTLY 
PROGRAMMED TO BE TOW. ADDITIONALLY, THE CONCEPT ENVISIONS 
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AN ANTI-TANK PLATOON IN THE SUPPORT COMPANY OP THE TWO 
MECHANIZED ARTILLARY 

BATTALIONS WITH POUR OR SIX LAUNCHERS, 

THE EXACT NUMBER HAS NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED. THE SUPPORT 
COMPANY LAUNCHERS HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY PROGRAMMED TO BE 
MILAN, BUT CONSIDERATIONS ON PURCHASING ARRANGEMENTS MAY 
CAUSE LAP TO ATTEMPT TO BUY TOW. UNDER THE CONCEPT OF 12 
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LAUNCHERS (TOW) PER BRIGADE, THE REQUIREMENT EOR THREE 
BRIGADES WOULD BE 36 LAUNCHERS. THE BASIC LOAD PER LAUNCHER 
WOULD BE 12 MISSILES, OR 432 MISSILES EOR THREE BRIGADES. 

3. THE DEEENSIVE CHARACTER OE THE PROPOSED ARMY REQUIRES A 
CREDIBLE ANTI-TANK CAPABILITY IN LIEU OE ADEQUATE ARMOR 
SUPPORT. IN THIS LIGHT, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT LAP WILL OPT 
EOR THE SIX LAUNCHERS FOR EACH MECHANIZED INFANTRY BATTALION. 

SHOULD THE DECISION BE TO ATTEMPT TO PROCURE ALL TOW INSTEAD 
OE MILAN, THE TOTAL REQUIREMENTS EOR THREE GRIGADES WOULD BE 
72 LAUNCHERS AND A BASIC LOAD OE 864 MISSILES. PARKER 
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